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THEY  KNEW  LINCOLN 


TAMES  H.  SCHEEL,  305  North  Ridgeland  avenue.  Oak 
•J  Park,  has  come  to  the  Chicago  Historical  society  museum  to 
stand  beside  the  Lincoln  carriage.  When  he  was  a  boy  df  14, 
playing  tag  on  Pennsylvania  avenue  in  Washington,  the  carriage, 
in  which  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  driving  at  the  time,  struck  Scheel  as  he 
plunged,  unwittingly,  in  front  of  the  wheels.  The  vehicle  halted 
and  Scheel  was  carried  to  his  home.  Mrs-  Lincoln  and  Tad  vis- 
ited him  while  he  was  laid  up  with  his  injuries,  and  later  the 
President  found  him  a  job  under  Secretary  of  War  Stanton, 
which  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.        [tbibunb  puoto.i 


less  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  re- 
ception going  on.  Later,  Mr.  Lincoln 
asked  me  if  I  wouldn't'  like  a  job,  and 
he  gave  me  a  letter  to-  Secretary 
Stanton,  which  resulted  in  my  being 
given  the  post  at  15  of  mounted  mes- 
senger in  the  commissary  department, 
a  post  I  held  until  the  close  of  the 
iwar." 


Veteran  Oak  Parker  Re- 
calls Accident  on  Cap- 
ital Street. 


Officers  of  the  Chicago  Historical 
society  found  an  elderly  citizen 
browsing  among  the  society's  Lin- 
colniaua.  He  explained  that  he  had 
known  Lincoln  ana  that  he  had,  in 
fact,  been  run  over  fty  the  Lincoln 
carriage. 

"What's  that?"  said  Dr.  Otto  L. 
Schmidt,  president  of  the  society. 
Then  he  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jordan,  as- 
sistant director,  led  the  visitor  to  a 
rear  balcony  somewhat  apart  from 
the  main  exhibition  halls,  where  on 
an  improvised  scaffolding  stood  a 
plain-looking  black  carriage. 

"My  stars,"  said  the  visitor, 
"that's  it!" 

Here's  How  It  Happened. 
So  today  j;ames  H.  Scheel  of  305 
North  Ridgeland  avenue.  Oak  Park, 
told  his  story  of  the  coach  he  had 
chanced  upon  unexpectedly  in  the 
museum  and  which  had  played  an 
Impr^rtant  part  in  his  life,  less  be- 
cause y-ff  a  leg  fractured  beneath  its 
wheels  than  .*^ecause  of  an  association 
that  it  led  to  vith  the  Lincolns. 

'He  was  14,  he  said,  when  in  a  game 
of  foUow-the-leader,  on  Pennsylvania 
a.venue,  in  Washington,  he  plunged 
unwittingly  m  front  of  ti-?  wheels  of 
the  Lincolns'  carriage.  Mrs.  Lincoln 
was  driving  in  it  at  the  time,  so  the 
story  goes  on.  '..''he  accident,  he  said, 
was  followed  by  many  courtesies  from 
the  president's  family. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  Ordered  Aid. 
"Mrs.  Lincoln  had  me  lifted  into 
the  carriage,"  he  continued.  "The 
jolting  caused  me  to  cry  out  with 
pain,  so  the  carriage  halted  and  four 
soldiers  lifted  me  out,  and  making  a 
stretcher  of  their  arms,  carried  me 
along  behind  the  president's  carriage 
to  my  home,  followed  by'a  procesgion 
of  the  curious. 

"Mrs.  Lincoln  heard  the  physician 
recommend  a  different  bed  for  me 
than  any  that  was  available,  and  she 
sent  one  over  from  the  white  house. 
She  and  Tad  called  frequently,  bring- 
ing delicacies  from  the  white  house 
larder.  Tad  I  had  seen  before, 
when  he  and  Willie  joined  the  boyp 

f  who  foregathered  at  Jordan's  carpen- 
ter shop  on  G  street,  but  I  had  not 
expected  to  see  him  again,  as  since 
Willie's  death  he  had  not,  been 
with  us. 

"My  mother  advised  Mrs.  Lincoln  on 
one  occasion  not  to  enter  the  home, 
as  my  father,  was  ill  upstairs  with 
smallpox,  but  the  president's  wife 
waved  the  warning  aside.  'Oh,  that's 
nothing,'  she  said.  'I'm  not  afraid. 
We  have  had  it  in  our  home;  the 
president  had  it  in  a  light  form  and 
Willie  died  from  it,  you  know.' 
Visits  White  House. 

"When  I  was  able  to  hobble  on 
home-made  crutches.  Tad  accom- 
Danied  me  to  the  whit_e  house,  regard 


RUN  OVER  BY  LINCOLN'S  CARRIAGE 


JOSEPH  H.  SHEEL  AND  VEHICLE  AT  CHICAGO  HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY. 

[By  a  staff  photographer.]  .  — 


DAILY  NEWS,  WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  8,  1928. 


(Above)  YOUTH  AND  AGE' show  an  ,  qual  mteresi 
in  the  historical  carriage  of  President  Lincoln.  Miss 
Beulah  McGee  is  enjoying  the  reminiscences  of  William 
H.  Rupe.  Pepsodent  daily  guards  her  pleasing  smile. 


Carriage  of  Lincoln 


SAYS  HE  "LIVES  LINCOLN" 

standing  beside  the  carriage  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at 
the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  where  all  these  photos 
were  made.  Dr.  CasweU  says  he  doesn't  talk  Lincoln,  but 
feels  as  though  he's  "living  Lincoln."^ 
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